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ie Pourtal of Belles Hettres. 


st to the United States and Canada with 


View io Settling in America, including a 


, Assos Bookseller, 37, Lothian street, Edin- 
bargh. 1 vol.12mo. Edinburgh: Richard 
Weston & Sons, 1836. 


‘America seems to afford our European book- 

| faking friends a continued source of amuse- 

at; a Mr. Chevallier has just put forth a 

® yolume respecting us in Paris, and our table 

‘® - hes within the present week been enriched by 

®. the work which heads our present article. A 

S ookseller’s book, thought we, must be parti- 

© cularly worth attention, and drawing on the 

food of our argand burner, we prepared to be 

uy) ~ greatly enlightened ; amuscment we certainly 

have had, and shall endeavour, by allowing this 

> new discoverer in the New World ‘to tell part 

© § of his own story and disappointments, to trans- 

® feragood portion of risibility to the faces of 

' ourteaders. Mr. Weston, it seems, had read 

sin Chambers’ Journal a highly wrought picture 

Peat the fertility of our soil, and of the facilities 

Med to emigrants for “ getting along.” He 

Wmined to see for himself, and if suited, his 

m was to remove himself and family from 

poor Scotland” to the prairies of the West. 

But he saw nothing that he liked; every emi- 

| grant he consulted wished himself at home 

F again; every object was distorted in our tra- 

| veller’s eyes; even the falls of Niagara were 

| little better than the commotion caused by the 

paddle-wheels of a steamboat, or in any of the 

falls of Britain. Lest this should not be believ- 
ed,we quote from the text from page 260 :— 


YP *T visited the celebrated falls of Niagara, but really 
oo=ipe see any thing so very imposing about them as 
The been led to believe. The great breadth takes 
» Bway from the height; and I must say I have seen as 
\ striking an effect produced by the fall from a common 

dam at home, or in one of those that run across the 
audson to supply the canals. Poets and travellers call 
 Maablime ; and I am aware that the frothy appearance 
wt water, after it has fallen, gives it a rapid-like 


nce for a considerable distance ; but we may ob- 
le-wheels of a steamboat, or in any of the falls in 


& Co 


this in miniature in the commotion caused by the 
” 


Passing over the discomforts of the voyage, 
ship filled with poor emigrants seeking the 
_0f promise, let us take up the tourist on 

hi ng at New York. The emigrants were 

om forth upon the quay; almost every object 
could 


3 saw “‘ presented signs of poverty, and | 
' Sould.sce none of the signs of the beauty de- 


: 
~ pie 


by some of our travellers.” 
| ©“ L requested the family 


— 
who were next to me to look 


e to and from New York. By Richard gre 


|verted into a sture for the 


large enough to allow a person, or even.a chest, ‘to fall 
through; and as there were no lamps on the quay, I won- 
dered that no accident had befallen some of us on the pre- 
vious night. One of these chasms was near where I 
bivouacked. I passed two other encampments of emi- 
nts in Washington street ; some of them were lying 
huddled together under carts, some within the recesses 
of doors, and some on the bare pavement. I enquired 
at a good-looking elderly woman who was lying on the 
pavement—her head bare, and her long gray hair flut- 
tering in the breeze—how long it was since she landed ; 
and she answered in German that it was six nights, and 
that her party had lain all that ti:ne on the streets. I 
gave her sixpence and left her, thinking within myself 
that when groups of poor wretches are thus obliged to 
lie on the streets, not having so much money as to pro- 
cure a bed, it is tolerable evidence that there must be 
beggars in America, but that no great sympathy will be 
extended towards them. I had not proceeded much 
furtuer, when I observed a painted board prohibitingr 
begging; this was conclusive that my surmises were 
correct, and that there were beggars, though our tre- 
vellers did not see them. * - ° 
“ The signs above the different shop-doors, as I passe:d 

along, had a novel effect. “ Bakery,” denoting a baker’s 
shop; **Dry Goods Store,” for a haberdasher; “ Me - 
chanics’ Retreat,” a common tavern, were the usua | 
terms employed. The word store is invariably used foir 
ishop. I proceeded along Broadway, the principal stree t 
in New York, till I came to the City Hall, which iis 
etn in a small enclosure called the Park, on thie 
jeast side of Broadway; still I saw nothing striking -or 
| beautiful. Most of the houses were of wood, consistir 1g 
of sawed deals placed over one another, exactly lil ie 
masons’ sheds in Scotland ; and the rest were of bric! <. 
They appeared to be built according to no regular pla n, 
but were of different heights and shapes.” 


| 











At a boarding-house our tourist came near to 
being cheated out of his change for “a dolléar 
bill ;”? but he persevered so far as to call on ‘a 
lady from Edinburgh : 


“ One lady, however, said, that I wolild not find mk ch 
to admire in America, and that, for her part, she wou. 'd 
rather live in the meanest style in Edinburgh n 
where she was, if she were not ashamed to return. He r 
husband, however, seemed to huld a different opinion . 
“There,” said he, pointing to a boy standing besid > 
him, “is a son born to me in America; he has a chanc: } 
of becoming chief magistrate, which he could never b« : 
in the old country.” The lady highly approved of tk: 
arrangements I had made at home, and assured me the \t 
this was not a place to establish a circulating library ’, 
for there were few readers of any thing but newspaper: 3, 
the people being entirely engrossed in the sordid pursu it 
of gain, in railing at the mother-country and praisin g 
their own, in smoking, spitting, and dram-drinking, <r 


| ** hewers of woed,” if not “ drawers of W 


shuttlébehind the counter, where the: 
formerly stood ;” a pulpit in a Quakertme 
house is a novelty. At an auction, 


“The gotds exposéd,ceililuted -prisilipally of Gall 


inadecent prints, cloths, hardware, and feady-made shot 


pe 


wiere low-priced, but in great démand.”© 
Cows and pigs. ; 


fin 5 FR oi 
“ Shortly after breakfast next méfning, I 
e:xamine the city. Several cows were goi 
inig their foud from the refuse on the 
t hey and their swiffish brethren seemed: 
1 iberty of the country, and were often to 


Re 


Cn 


bs 


‘were employed sawing wood into proper 


:stores ; so that, although said to be free, By are still ; 
Indeed — 


L only observed three white faces at thitt'species*of work 
during my stay.” . Se 


Not to be outdone by the Fidlers 2 Halls, 
the following is the very novel agéount ofa 
New York dinner : aa tea 


.“ They ate as if they Were a retreating ar 
a hasty moal while the enemy were in hot pursar 
very near up with them. J was astonished at th 
and almost forgot to mind myself. I asked 

help me from a dish which stood before. 

nothing, but surveyed me minutely, keepit 

ers going ail the time, and instead of he me, 
coolly replenished his own plate, and com aga 
I now took the hint ; and as the good things were 
pidly disappearing, I fell to every dish that was within 
my reach. In a short time individuals severally Stal 
up, flung back their chairs, and “ cleared Gat” 
magic ; and when they were ail the 

soon cleared the table, and replenished it for, 

pany, who soon commenced their operations, 


A bookseller’s civility. 


“T afterwards went into a bookseller’s 
looked at a number of Cuolburp’s novels, ‘1 were- 
back.titled at double the prices asked. I the 
store-keeper, whowwas lame; and had a crutch, to tell 
me the trade price. He<yed me very knowingly, and 
said, ‘¥ guess you aredot a bookseller, but a 
from the Old County, no mistake. I expe 
ricans are wide @ake, and not to be d 


and 


of you.’ I repted, * You ins 
a cripple an? 40 your OWR-SR 
conceit ov Of you.’ 4 

store 9 the time; and) 

ints passion, I immediately 
f~ this sumple of American Civi 





listlessly swinging for hours in a rocking-chair. * 

“ There is a great number of journeymen printers 4 » 
present out of employment. Even they seemed to be afte’ 
that I was seeking a job; and it was a rare thins * ¥ 
me to get a civil answer either from them or the* 2:5 
ters. The work done here is chiefly jobbing there b e- 
ing little book-work.” 


Grant Thorburn, the famop« seedsman an-d 
author, is next visited. ‘Js industrious 


meeting-house in J-‘derty street, daben ut 


e 
Mr. Westea, who never orl an opportunity 





z ie ge, while I went into the town andve: 


& furnished room, which they promised 
slong the quay, i observed many holes ’ 
17—PaRT 1.—arrRit, 25, 1837, . 


to escape him of committing a blunder, says, 


Captain Skinner, in his recent ver 


taining account @ } ove 

Eogland to India, ¥ aye shi 
be published in - Library,” has a | 
scene which can,hardly be outdone. Bh 
“ munching of the horsés, ho’ 
he terrific sound the women made in 


rie ee 
tleman some years since dought theold Frit e shemsele, was beyond endurance. If the 


skins had not been 





« elere isc drawers with a er of 


She 
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atl of which sold high, except the indecent prints, which “*. 


ecbout in the most fashionable places. eS 
g pare 








t 33 * 


The Fourwal of Welles Rettres. 





. _ “Daring the night I was twice awaked by the fire- 

bell and the noise uf the firemen, bat was too weary to 
get up. It was, however, no@asy matter to fall asleep; 

or besides my old enemies the bugs and fleas, I now 
discovered a new,one called a cock-roach, one of which 
I caught and slew, but the” smell eat naive ; and 
though very numerous, I therefore t ed no more of 
them. In the water pitchers required to be care- 
fully covered to keep out these vermin.” 


Brooklyn was little better than Niagara : 


“During the forenoon, I crossed the East River ‘to 
Brooklyn, Long Island, which is situated on a risin,r 
‘and looks showy at a distance ; but, like ever 
kmericam that I have seen, falls off upon exami- 
’ Man the wealthy New York merchants 
, and ate very exclusive. There were horse - 
y, and I went to see them, but stoppéd a ver-y 
as the thing was altogether a caricature 

ng. 


The but of the following sentences is charac - 
téristic of your thorough Old Countryman, wh 
resembles the man that “in fact never got a 
good night’s"rest in America.” 

-“ I went on, board a large American frigate, lying: at 
a little. distance from the dock. She was somethin ¢ 


’ fie one of our 64-gun ships, but had only fifty guns. 


mounted in the waist, quarter-deck, and forecastle, som e 
of them are ponders, and the rest carronades. He.r 
decks were well holystoned, and the ends of the ropes ort 
the quarter-deck and forecastle coiled in the Flemist: 
coil. Indeed she seemed to be in the best order, and 
ready fur séa; but her crew were composed of natives 
of every clime.and nation, and had by no means the ap. 
pearance of those of a British man-of-war.” 


Getting® among the ladies in a New York 
church, he says : 


# During the forenoon, I went to a church in Broad- 
bes Fe yet present ; and I went into an empty 
j Bhortly thereafter, several females came to the 
same | and stared af me, but went into one either 
before Gr bebind me. I wondered what new offence I 
had committed, for the eyes of the people assembled 
were all directed towards me; and I was just preparing 
to leave the@?@hurch, when a man came forward, and de- 
sired me to come out, as I had taken the female side, 
and showed me_the proper place. After sitting duwn 
in this new situation, I observed several of the women 
who had formerly refused to come into the seat beside 
me, leave the places they went to, and return to their 
own. I thought surely the American women must be 
when they will not sit and worship God beside 
heir cheeks were, however, well painted, and, 
merican scenery, they looked best at a distance. 
as a methodist meeting, and the singing was 
; but the preacher displayed more zeal than know- 
dge, and bawled out unmereifully to an inattentive 
auidience, the sweat pouring down his face all the time. 
, I went to another church in the afternoon, which was 
well filled... The separation of males and females was 
here also; and the latter were generally painted. 

“ After church service on Sundays, the aristocracy of 
New York have an opportanhy of attending either of 
tw ts, held in gardens, onx in the Bowery, called 
Vauxhall Gardens, the other in Bradway, a little be- 

ond Broome street, on the same site with the Park. 
There are but I %& not know of 
them. very’ 3 and Setween the 
interludes, the -bar-rooms are ded, You at. charged 
oue shilling for refreshm mat nothing for tin sing. 
ers—the bar-keeper pays them. Smoking and spit:,, 
are carried on to.a great extent. There are many caste. 
in New York: the highest, the aristocracy, are com- 
posed of the descendants of banished men, or adventur- 
ers, who have been injbusiness, and left some- 
thing behind them next are the swindiers, who, 
having cheated their creditors at home, are dashing 
away as merchants, bar-keepers, &c.; the next are those 
clerks and shop-keepers who have béen duped, and hay~ 
come here in the expectation of getting high salaries 
and cheap provisions ; then the mechanies and labour. 
ers, who hin been decoyed in a similar manner ; and, 
of colour, who have been nominally 
a slavery, bya still Dao de. 
1 ; the othet es, and 
, from the it to the stage. 
ita e higher orders in 


eman¢ci 


nce per tumbler, 


bedaubed.” 


Beggars, antha commentary, # 

“During the short time’I remained in. New York, | 
saw and helped many beggars ; but theirs is a poor trade 
here, forthe Americans take all and give nothing. I saw 
plenty of ragged. drunken’ people and prostitutes, but 
never observed a or an organ-player on the 
streets. I however d sovdlat broom-girls ; but 
their songs could not Giiairm a cent out of an American. 
Indeed, I almost never heard a person sing as in Edin- 
burgh. This country seems to be like Trophonius’s 
cave ; it soon humbles all who enter it. I have heard 
little conversation among the men but about dollars— 
little among the women but about sauce and dress. 

“ Next morning I went to the quay and saw the 
foreign emigrants lying on the streets exactly as be- 
fore. I afterwards dressed myself in my sea-clothes, 
which were not in the best condition, and tying a bundle 
on my back, crossed the Hudson to Paul’s Hook, in New 
Jersey.” 





- Our hero soon gets tired of the commercial 
folks of Gotham, and sets off to spy out the 
nakedness of the interior, commencing his 
journey on foot from,the said Paul’s Hook. 
New Jersey is a perfect sand pit, but he did 
observe, nevertheless, ‘a cleared spot :” 


“T then went out and strolled a short time among the 
woods, where a constant chorus was kept up among the 
bull-frogs, the grasshoppers, and the crickets. I like- 
wise heard the blue jay screaming, and the woodpecker 
tapping, the sound of which last had a melancholy 
enough effect ; also a snake rustling among some grass 
at my feet. The country, though low-lying, was rolling 
and undulating, the soil sandy and marshy. Standing 
on a small hill, I observed a cléared spot at a little dis- 
tance.”’ * * * * ” 

“ Arrived at Burlington, I had again to stand in de- 
fence of Britain in a bar-room. Her crimes were spread 
out before me in formidable array ; but I justified her in 
ulmost all her acts. My kind friend the shoemaker from 
the Candlemaker-row, whom I visited in New York, had 
told me, that in traveling over the Union I ought never 
to quail beneath an American stare, but to retort on my 
antagonists every hard word spoken against my country, 
for that this was my safest plan, as the Americans, 
though proud, boastful, and rude, were generally cowards 
at bottom. I had thus been timeously put on my guard; 
and this was the second occasion I had to put the lesson 
in practice. Supped again in the public bar-room, and 
am now getting better acquainted with the customs of 
t.he country.” * * * * 

“The alluvial soil on the banks of the Delaware pro- 
duces good Indian corn, wheat, and rye; but the fields 
are often inundated by the river overflowing its banks, 
‘and carrying wooden houses, wooden barns, and wooden 
ifences along with it, thus laying the whole bottom-land 
‘waste, and bringing ruin upon the farmer. The reced- 
ing of the waters, however, leaves a rich sediment, which 
produces good crops for several years in succession, with- 
out much labour, and without any manure; and the 
happy occupant never dreams of a similar calamity oc- 
curring again, though in all probability, after the lapse 
of a few years, he also is hurled to destruction.” 


Pennsylvania looks a little better, but 


“It is, however, very undulating, and the soil sandy, 
:and seemingly prolific in what are called Canadian 
thistles, which certainly emigrate to the southern states 
in great numbers. 

“I went on to Lancaster, which is said to be the first 
‘place in the Union for manufacturing swords; and I 
heard it remarked that the sword-blades made here were 
even superior to those of Damascus. Having taken up 
my residence in a bar-room, or “ home,” as it is called, 
‘+ sun-down a number of the workers in iron came in to 
i$€v<ome drink. I was recognised as having come from 
vy lan@-of slavery; and one of the men said he wished 
‘nuch the. 4merica would go to war with England. I 
ssimply askea him if he-teally thought America would 
‘send an army t invade Britain, and took little farther 
snotice of the conver.ation. 

“ Next day I procetied to Philadelphia. This town 
pecovers a great space of graynd ; several of the streets 
:are much too wide, and others very narrow. People of} 
«2olour are more numerous here tha». in New York; and 
the people in gemiGral seem more civil. T h the 
s tores are well filled with goods, 





there is mat the same fi 


which I was charged threepence, A’ 

come into the bar-room with the ‘in| 

broken out into a solid scab, I asked the lia, 

was the matter, and was tcld that it was 

called the ringworm, which is sometimes 

in summer, but generally disappears whe : 

ther sets in. Though very troublesome, howevane 

not a dangerous disease.” * “ea 
-The bookselling trade is at a low abet 

city, and no Lives of Franklin to be had. | 


Sparks must have heard of this, for he ig ah 
Y Means 


to make that worthy known to us 
“a life.” 


“TI called upon several booksellers in the towns 
I may here remark, as a singular circamstance. 
have not seen a cupy of Franklin’s life or workes 
came to America. J! happened on one 
for a sight of a directory, and the shopkeeper hy 
assurance to demand sixpence for the inspection: 
[ afterwards understood is the common chara’ 
Walking along’the shore, I observed some men dane 
ing round a barrel, the two ends of which were ont ua 
their place supplied by a piece of cloth tied round aa. 
which had been sunk in the Delaware ail night4 
certained that it was used as a trap to catch eela, ah 
being placed at either end by which the eels mj 
in, but so constructed as to prevent them from escaps 
after they had entered. The barrel being rolled te 
distance from the beach, one of the ends was 
and it was quite astonishing to see the number 
that had been caught. 

“T went to the land-office, with the third p 
Chambers’ Information for the Peuple in my pocket 
enquire what lands were for sale in the highland 
Pennsylvania, intending to go ant dook at them be 
making a purchase. <A person handed me a pam 
thicker than the Edinburgh Review, entitled “Statejs 
for sale for arrears of taxes,” some in every fownshi 
Pennsylvania. This was something I did not ex 
I had thought there were no taxes in America.” 
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Baltimore has more business than 
phia, but has rats and flies! 


“ Not being able to find any trace of a person wit 
much to see, I left Philadelphia, and proceeded ta Ba 
more. This seems to be a greater place of tra! 
the town I had just left. The streets are nat 
water bad; rats very numerous, and flies exces 
annoying. I called at the carpet factory to enquire) 
my old shipmate the weaver from Bannockburn, Tf 
he had got no employment there, as many of the, 
were being paid off; nor could I trace what had tie 
of him. The day was so oppressively hot that thew 
ple were obliged to refrain from working. | fellin¥ 
a Mr. Wilson from Edinburgh, a planter in Georgia, ® 
pressed me much to come and spend the win 
him at his plantation. I promised to do so, if If 
it convenient. This country is undulating, # e 
sandy and barren; many deserted farms, and log: 
in ruins. Thistles, swamps, bull-frogs, g 
crickets, snakes, and mosquitoes, are to be 
abundance. I had here the luxury of sleeping m® 
with gauze curtains to keep out the vermin.” 


Washington and Noah Webster. 


“] copied several inscriptions on the me 
many of the words of which, I thought, were 
spelt; but on afterwards mentioning this to-@ 
seller, he assured me that it was our method of 
which was erroneous. In confirmation of this t 
me a dictionary by one Webster, (I think,) an Ams 
lexicographer, and exhibiting Juhnson’s at the 
time, desired me to compare the two. I did 80; @ 
shade of Johnson! how wouldst thou have-blus 
see thyself convicted of spelling so egregiously wig 


Washington is 
foreigners : 


“ The Americans scarcely ever allude to Wi hin 
exploits; his memory is revered by stran 
by his own countrymen.” 


A man at Williamsburgh— 


«Told me that the present race of Am ica 
degenerated much, both in physical energy 


not so popular with usa 


ae 





b ustle of business as in the town 
serving @ sign with the words 
ato ” house and got a 





mentioned, Ob.}h 


those of his younger days; the present gt 

g no other idea than how to make dollarty 

matter by what means, I remarked to him) 
even though covered with 9 hi 





Fae 
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ry 





\affee much from the bito of the insects ; and 

ed that they wore a great annoyance, and 

if the: not as. troablesome in my own 

*No, for their bite has drawn blood 

; hile in Britain, however teasing, they 

» He told me that he had often to 

m working in the fields on this account, and 

i yas frequently obliged to kindle a fire at the 

ey  to"prevent the insects from setcing 3 

4 «see t plague certainly, ‘ but,’ he added, ‘ we 

ant Se ahaned to az. better” My hands and face 
‘Sow blistered with the heat.” 


tuals have no substance among us, for 
‘yaveller grew hungry every time after he 
igaten : 
Heving left this kind person, I went onwards to 
; After living for some days on salted pork 
‘salted shad, I was glad to hear some one in the inn 
ve orders to killa goose for the use of the company. 
othe> persons had preceded me in the bar-room, 
‘observed some individuals who had lost an eye, 
gome wanting part of a nose, so that I now con. 
dered myself among a new people, although they spoke 
“English fuently. Looking out at the window, | ob. 
© grved 2 man bringing the goose, which he laid on a 
“ glenk outside the house ; and, a woman of colour having 
ken hold of the feet, he laid another board over its 
shoulders, to prevent the wings from flapping, and then 
lecapitated the poor bird with one stroke of an axe. In 
time the dinner bell rung, and we sat down to 
meal, in which, as usual, there was little cere- 
It is very common among 


ie ee 


o iad 
xr 


Sas 


ve 


and no conversation. 


‘mony 


Whe Americans to belch much after eating heartily—and 
“yo wonder, for they literally gorge themselves. I think 
‘there is not so much anbstance in American victuals as 
~fathose of Britain, however much our travellers and those 

which are said to be written by persons in Ame. 
pa may boast ; for I have often observed that I soon got 
 Bungry after partaking of'a substantial meal. I am in- 
* elined to believe that most of the specious letters above 
- alluded to are fabrications got up by interested indivi- 
duals, as'the farm-steadings and soil of which they speak 
"safavourably, can in no degree be compared with those 

-of opt own country.” 


Bs Virginia geese are ill used : 


be. 
Fo es 


‘: along, I observed a woman plucking the fea- 
its from live geese, of which there might be about 
yenty in. a pen—the process appeared to me to be very 
When the old feathers are taken off, the new 
ig-are already formed. The woman told me that these 
Me ape their feathers every two months. An ordi- 
ar d bed filled with the feathers of live geese, 
, rately excecds'twenty-four pounds weight; and many 
© of them are sc soft, that I have sometimes fancied my- 
» self lying in water. Like the hogs and other animals 
pitrAmerica, geese generally forage for their own victuals; 
. in winter, the woman said, they frequently make 
) their appearance in the barn-yard, but never in summer. 
Probably they kwow. they shall be plucked when they 
: ere; and it is not easy to get hold of them when 
operation is to be performed.” 


eneral Jackson cashiered all his political 


“eiemies for 
#he gentleman who told me this, (and I have often 
@ it confirmed,) though an American, was kind and 
nk * ith me, and introduced me to various houses, 
had an opportunity of witnessing the swinging 
fing chairs, spitting on the carpet, puffing away 
‘ci and the genteel attitude of cocking up the 
er than the head, of which I had only previously 


~ Wint-stock hog societies : 
ee “Throughout nearly all tho 
feud bint-stock hog societies, for 


8 animals, and turning 


ramble among thwarts, Cae : 
they are very fond.” = 


bee” Bx : 
aes IC nnati. 


rn territory, there 
urpose of rearing 
at a certain age 
up the reptiles, of 


| English press to serve a mere temporary or party pur- 





savage; bi 

among them. If yeu into 

eyes, your ears, and your ni 

arms-length from them, with 6 

pared for action.’ “This pérson | 

very kind to me; giving me mu 

country and the people. He, 

more at home; but the die was cast for him, as he said 
sorrowfully. 

“ The climate here is very sickly, the Ohio often over- 
flowing the lower parts of the town. ‘ This mighty river 
will soon separate America into two divisions, if it does 
not do so already. It may be called the leading-tho- 
roughfare of America ; only, in choosing this route, you 
must either make your entrance or exit by New Or- 
leans, the sandy swamps of which are so noxious, that 
they may be likened to the gates of death —at all events, 
they lead to imbecility of mind, of which numerous ex- 
amples are to be found. Indeed, a relation of mine told 
me that, were it not for the apprehension of this latter 
calamity, he would not be afiaid to risk his bodily health, 
as he could realise a fortune in a very short time. 

“ Cincinnati, though but of modern date, is very po- 
pulous, being the great storehouse for all the produce of 
the western states, including likewise even Upper Ca- 
nada, as the Ohio reaches within about twenty miles of 
— Erie, to which it is abogt to be connected by a 
canal. 

“In regard to New Orleans, were it not for the un- 
wholesome climate, it would soon eclipse New York. 
This latter place, by meatis of the Hudson, might have 
been said, not long ago, to divide America in two; but 
that.river is now rapidly filling up from the sandy allu- 
vial deposits, so that ships of burden cannot get up to 
Albany. This disadvantage, however, is in a great 
measure compensated by the western canal, which con- 
nects the two cities, and joins Lake Erie.” 


The above quotations are probably enough 
to instruct the world of the merits of Mr. Wes- 
ton, who happily thought it best to go home, 
and discourage his countrymen from trying our 
climate and mode of life. Mrs. Trollope’s 
book is now fairly iti the background ; we have, 
a newer and more’ veracious historian. 


i 


EDITOR’S TABLE. 


The Author of Junius’s Letters.—The interest 
which has always attached to the secret of who 
was the author of the Letters of Junius, induces 
us to copy from the Inverness Courier the fol- 
lowing particulars; the fact that Sir David 
Brewster was engaged in the investigation wé 
announced two weeks since. ‘The readers of 
the life of Goldsmith will find some facts re- 
specting Lachlan Macleane in addition. 


A distinghished author and natural philosopher of the 
present day, Sir David Brewster, is engaged in an at- 
tempt to unravel the best-kept secret of modern times, 
the author of Junius’s Letters. Nearly seventy years 
have elapsed since those memorable’ letters appeared. 
The compression, point, and brilliancy of thei: language 
—their unrivaled sarcasm, boldness, and tremendous in- 
vective—at once arrested the attention of the public, and 
secured for them a popularity that has had less abate- 
ment, from the progress of years and events, than has 
ever attended any other tual ‘aredeg issuing from the 


pose. Every effort that could be devised by the govern- 
ment of the day, or prompted by private indignation, 
was made to discover their author, but in vain. “It is 
not in the nature of things,” he writes to his publisher, 
“that you or any body else : ever know me, unless 
I make myself known: all rewards, would be in- 
effectual.” 


of Junius, it has be 


| Unnbra, 
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An accident led to the enquiry 
David Brewster. $0 
relative, Mr. Macpherson, translator off 
a number.of notes and rs addresset 
man by-@ne of his friends, which struck him 
resemblance to the style of Junius, They were yam 
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must have been wealthy, for Junius in his correspond- 
ence with his publisher, expresses himself as above all 
pecuniary considerations ; he must have ‘been a person 
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of rank and consequence, moving in the first ci 
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The event has verified the declaration: he had drawn 


around him so impenetrable a veil of cocsecnat hat all the} ° 


efforts of enquirers, political and literary, and all the dis- 
closures of more than half a century, have failed in re- 
moving one shade ofthe original darkness. Hence, 
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work and its author, .Ma¢leane, though possessed of 
high talents, would appear to ha¥® been reckless and 
unpriheipled, and no person who carefully reads the let- 
ters of Junius, (and particularly the private and miseel- 
laneous letters published in Woodfall’s edition,) will 
doubt that the author was an adventurer, writing for 
effect ;-a_ splendid underling in office, familiar with 
public men, of deasting energy and power, and of ill- 
regulated principles and pussions. At the very time 
Macleane wus publicly defending the ministry, we are 
told, (in Campbell's life of Hugh Boyd,) that he * pos- 
sessed a mortal hatred to the Duke of Grafton, and in- 
dulged his resentment: by painting him in the blackest 


letter is by hime I know these very words; I may well 
remember them ;’.and he.read over several s an 
sentences which M‘Lean had. employed agennet him. 
Mr. West then informed the governor, that M‘Lean was 
in thiseountry, and that he was personally acquainted 
with him, ‘He came over,’ said Mr. West, ‘ with Colonel 
Barty, by whom he was introduced to Lord Shelburne 
(afterwards Marquis‘of Lansdowne,) and is at present 
private.secretary to his Lordship.’ ” 

Mr. Galt adds—“ M‘Lean, owing to great impediment 
in his utterance, never made any figure in conversation ; 
and passed with most people as a person of no particular 





colours." He had been dismissed from office, and to a 
son of his temperament, would thus have many en- 
2s.to and rivals to attack. In the writings 
lias there is a settled, deliberate malignity, which 
ld not proceed from a man of gdud or noble nature, 
and some allusions to obscure individuals, which seem 
arisen from personal hatred or envy. Macleane: 
hadhis reward for his defence of the principles of the 
_ ministry. In 1772 he was appointed, by Lord North, 
_ Bpllector of Philadelphia. Now, it is remarkable, that. 
in the correspondence. of Junius with Woodfall, there is 
a blank from Moy, to January, 1773.. In 1773, 
Macleane ed America, and went to India 
with the brevet rank of lieutenant-colunel. He returned 
again to England in 1776, and two years after he com- 
menced another voyage to India, being employed by the 
government upon official business relating to the nabob 
of Arcot. He was destined never to accomplish.his ob- 
ject—the Swallow packet, in which he was conveyed, 
_ went down at sea, and all on board perished. “In the 
shipwreck of the state,” says Junius, in a metaphor as 
just as it is beautiful, “trifles float and are preserved ; 
while every thing solid and valuable sinks to the bot- 
tom, and is losi for ever,” May we not assume that the 
natural world on this occasion presented a kindred ¢a- 
lamity ?—that in the shipwreck of this vessel the author 
of Junius was personally lost for ever, and that with 
him perished any writings or documents that. might 
have-revealed the secret to his cotemporaries? Mac. 
leane left an enormous property, amounting to tweor 
three hundred thousand sterling! But we leave 
the active and searching mind of Sir David Brewster 
tracé the singular history of his life and fortunes, tod 
to develope those points on which we have barely t 
ed, relating to his identity with Junius. The task qill 
be beset with-difficulties; while living, Macleane was 
not sufficiently great to attract much attention, and his 
merits were known but toa few. These, like himself, 
have d away. It may be now too late to investi- 
ate the peculiarities of his history and disposition ; “ the 
ws of the morning are past, and we vainly try to con- 
tinue the chase by the meridian splendour.” The pub- 
lic, however, are always willing to welcome a production 
from the pen of Sir David Brewster, and on such a 
strange and interesting subject as the discovery of Ju- 
nius, his philosophic powers of analysis and investigation 
will be very well employed. 


JUNIUS AND LACHLAN MACLEANE. 


x — has obligingly pointed out to us a pas- 
sage in Galt’s life of Mr. West, the distinguished painter, 
-which supplies another link in the chain of evidence: 
connecting Junius’s Letters with Lachlan Macleane. li 
will materially assist the enquiry now in progress by Sir 
David Brewster, who was led te adopt the opinion o/* 
Macleane being Junius, from a series of private letters: 
written that gentleman, which fell under his notice,, 
as formerly described by us, and.when Sir David was; 
unconscious of Macleane having been ever suspected tc 
be Junius. . The passage is as fullows = 

“ An incident of a curioys nature has brought him 

(Mr. West,) to be a party, in some degree, with the sin - 
gular question respecting the mysterious author of the 
celebrated letters of Junius. On the morning that the 
first of these famous invectives appeared, his friend Go- 
vernor Sastiontinerensd to call, and enguiring the 
news, Mr. West informed him of that bold and daring; 
epistle; ringing for his servant at the same time, he 
desired 


rgeon of Otway’s 
e me so virulently in 
mewspaper 


. On aceount of the part\I 
Sas it oy duly to Lake ageinet coe aPtntotionrs. This 


attai ts. But when Lord Shelburne came into office, 
he was appointed under secretary of state, and subse- 
quently nominated to a governorship in India: a ra- 
pidity of promotion to a man without family or parlia- 
mentary interest, that can only be explained by a pro- 
found conviction on the part of his patron of his superior 
tulents, and perhaps, also, from a strong sense of some 
peculiar obligation.” 

In the Monthly Magazine for July, 1813, there is an 
account of a conversation between Sir Richard Phiilips 
and the Marquis of Lansdowne (formerly Lord Shel- 
burne,) on this subject. The Marquis said, “I knew 
Junius; and I knew all about the writing and produc- 
tion of these letters,” and he promised that he would in 
the following summer write a pamphlet about Junius, 
(the real author, he said, had never been publicly named,) 
and he could do this, as the grounds of secrecy were 
then so far removed byldeath, and changes of circum. 
stances, that it was unnecessary the author of Junius 
should much longer be unknown. The Marquis died 
about a week after this interview. If this statement 
can be relied upon, it is very probable that the present 
Marquis of Lansdowne (son of Macleane’s patron,) must 
know something of the matter. If our cotemporaries 
of the press in Philadelphia preserve files oftheir papers, 
Sir David Brewster might also procure a copy of the 
letter by Macleane, which was alluded to by Governor 
Hamilton, in his conversation with Mr. West. 


We have made*considerable search in the 
newspapers of the day for the attack on Go- 
vergor Hamilton, without success, though aided 
by several literary friends. Lachlan Macleane 
is remembered to have kept a drug store in 
Second street, Philadelphia, in the latter part 
of 1761, and to have practised as a surgeon. 
He had an impediment in his speech, and left 
this country on acccount of an amour which 
procured the enmity of the community. 

The Rocky Mountains.—All readers of taste 
will rejoice to learn that Washington Irving has 
a new work in the press in this city, entitled, 
“The Rocky Mountains; or, Scenes, Incidents, 
and Adventures in the ‘Far West,’ digested 
from the Journal of Captain B. L. E. Bonne- 
ville, of the Army of the United States, and 
illustrated from various other sources, accom- 
panied by two large maps.”” The maps, we 





beg to suggest to the publishers, should be by 
better hands than the awful one in “ Astoria.” 

Pindar and Anacreon.—So few new books 
have been issued within the last two weeks 
that our list of new American publications is 
not brought up to the day; we shall, under such 
circumstances, make them less frequently, but 
they will be equally perfect. The 36th vo- 
lume of Harper’s Classical Family Library 
contains Pindar, translated by the Rev. C. 
A. Wheelwright, and Anacreon, by Thomas} 
Bourne. The series becomes by every issue 
more valuable. ° 

Tales and Sketches by Boz.—The new series 
of tales and sketch@sby Boz, is decidedly more 
to our taste than the Pickwick Papers, which 
nevertheless were very popular. They are pub- 
lished by Carey, Lea & Blanchard, in two 12mo 


volumes. See an extract in.our last number of 
the Omnibus. 


Life of Scott.—The first volume of Lock- 





hart’s long expected Life of Sir Walter Scott 
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